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Abstract

BACKGROUND: Rabbiteye blueberry(Vaccinium ashei
Reade) haslow nutrient uptake efficiency duetoitsshalow
and fibrous root system without roct hairs. This study was
caried out to establish an efficient nutrient application
standard by investigating the effect of nitrogen fertigation
on the growth and fruit characteristics of rabbiteye
blueberry.

METHODS AND RESULTS: ‘Brightwell’ rabbiteye
blueberry was treated with 0, 50, 100 and 200% nitrogen
fertigation of recommended fertilizer application (6, 9 and
14 g/bushinthefirgt, second and third years, respectively).
The results showed that leaf nitrogen content significantly
correlated with the fruit weight and fruit yield. However,
canopy area, dry weight, sugar and anthocyanin contents
did not corrdae significantly with theleaf nitrogen content.
The leef and stem dry weights of ‘Brightwell’ rabbiteye
blueberry during the third year of planting werethe highest
with 50% nitrogen fertigation (leaf dry weight=723.7
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g/bush; stem dry weight=890.7 g/bush). Maximum fruit
yield of ‘Brightwell’ rabbiteye blueberry (12.9 kg/bush)
was observed during the third year of planting with 50%
nitrogen fertigation and thiswas about 70% greeter thanthe
treatment that received no nitrogen fertigation. The fruit
yiddsof ‘Brightwell’ rabbiteye blueberry during the third
year of planting treated with 100 and 200% nitrogen
fertigation were 11.0 and 11.5 kg/bush, and these were 17
and 12% | ower than the 50% nitrogen fertigation treetment,
respectively. Further, the efficiency of nitrogen utilization
was the highest (90%) with 50% nitrogen fertigation and
lowest (18%) with 200% nitrogen fertigation.
CONCLUSION: The results of this study suggests that
fertigation with 50% of the recommended fertilizer could be
most effective for enhancing the growth and nitrogen use
efficiency of rabbiteye blueberry.

Key words. Growth, Nitrogen Fertigation, Rabbiteye
blueberry, Sail
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Table 1. Physicochemical properties of soil used in this experiment (2=3)

Exch. Cation

OM AV.PzOs

Particle size distribution

pH EC

NH+-N NOs-N Soil

K Ca Sand Silt Clay
texture
(15 (dS/m) g/kg (mg/kg) ---- cmol. kg’1 ————— - mg kg’1 - (%)
453 0.73 47.6 228 0.25 10.5 259 14.7 Loam 45 39 16
+0.04 +0.02 +0.81 +6.66 +0.02 +0.32 +0.01 +1.40 +0.93 +6.4 +3.9 +3.2

OO0 000 OO0O00(V. asheif Reade) OO OO0 OO0
0 00.00 00000 000 00 Oo0oo0Oo ooo o
0O 000000 0O o000 ooo ooo ogog oo
(Gough, 1993; Retamales and Hancock, 2012). OO O
0 000 000 0Oo0b oobo oo 00 0 pHOO
0O 00 0000 0000 000 00 00 oooo oo
000 00 000 O0O00Od,0000 0000 oooo
0000 000000 0000(Gough, 1993).

00000 00 O000 OO obooo ooo,o00 o
0000 0000 0000 00 000 000(MWilliamson
and miller, 2009; Vargas and Bryla, 2015). 00O OO0
000 000 0000 000 oo000 ooooo oo
0 0 00000 0000 (Bhat, 1983; Klein and Spieler,
1987, Merwin and Stiles, 1994; Claussen and Lenz,
1999), 00O pHO OO 550000 000, 5000000
000 0000 00 (Hartz et al, 2005).

00 0000 00000 00000 oo 3~40 000
0oooOo ooo oo 70O O0OO OO OO 185
kg/10a00 0000 O0O(Throop and Hanson, 1997;
Wilber and Williamson, 2008; Banados ef al, 2012).

00,0000 0000 O0OO00 ooooo oo oo
00 00 OO0 pHO OO0 OOOD O0OOO DO OO0 O
O0.000 0000 000 000 o000, 00o0o0o0o
000 000 00000 000 o00 oooooo oo
00 OO0 ODO0000OD0 0000 (Retamales and Hanson,
1989; Kang ef a/, 2001). OO0 OO OO OO0 O0O0OO
0O 0000 000 OO0 Oo0oooOo ooooo oooo
O0. 000 00 0000 0000 000 000 ooo
0,000 000 OO0 OO0 OO0 000 oo o oo o
0000 DOOD 000 0000 0000(Hagin and
Lowengart, 1996; Li ef al, 2003; Hartz ef al, 2005). 00O
0000 000 00000 0000 ooo ooood(Finn
and Warmund, 1996; Vargas and Bryla, 2015), OO0
0000 O D000 00(Bryla and Machado, 2011), O
OO0 O0OO0OO00O(Glonek and Komosa, 2004), OOOO
(Ehret ef al, 2014), 0000 OO0 (Bryla ef aZ, 2008) O
00 0000000 oood 00.000 0o ooooo
00 0000 00 OO0 000 0 00 OO0 Oobo oo
0000 0O0O0O0. 00 O 000 ooooo ooooo
00 00000 000 O 000 000 OO0 oooo
OO0 OO0 OO0Kim et al, 2003; Retamales and Hancock,
2012).

ood 0 000 oo ooodo ooog oooo o
oooo ooo ooooo ooo 00 boooo ooo
0 ooooo obooo ooo o oo oooo ooo o
oooo oo.

= A G

0 000 000000000 Doooo oooooo 3
00 00000.000 000 0000 000 “Brightwell’
(V. ashei Reade)J 0, OO0 OO OO0 300000. 00O
00 000 000 00000 OoO00 0Doo ooooo
(30%, v/v)O OO0 OOOO 0OO0OO0 OO000O0(Kim
et al, 2010). 000 OO0 OO 12 m, OO0 40 cmO OO
OO0 000 1000 15 mx4 mO0 OOO0O OOOOO, O
0O 000 OO0 500 OO0 ooooo.

000 00000 OO0 OOoO0O0 Table 100 OO O
0O 00 pHO 000 OO0 0OOOO0O O0(pH 4.5~55,
OM 40g/kg 0O0)0 OO0 0OO0O0O00(Haynes and
Swift, 1985; Korcak, 1989; Gough, 1993).

00 00000 000 0Do00oo Oooo oo oo
O 0000 00@0O 1-2-30: 6-9-14 g/bush)00 O O
000 00 0000 50, 100 OO0 200%0 0OO0O O
0000o. 0000 0O 000 Doo0oo 70 OOOO O
2000 0000 O00O0OO0. 000 OO0 oooog oo
00 000 0D0O00 000 00 0O oooooo oo
000.000 00000 00 O000o0 ooo ooo
000,000 00000 oo 60%, 00 40%0 ooo0o
000000, 000 0OO0 OO 0O Oo0o. oo oo
0 000000 -15kPad OOOO 00000 (KIm ef al,
2011). 0OOOOD OO OO0 OO0 10000 00 ooo
0,20000 D000, 00 OO0 00000 oOoO oo
0 0000 000 ooooa.

00 0O 00 00000 oDoooo ooog, ooo,
0000 000 000000 000 0oooo. oooo
0 00 00000 0DOO000 00D Oo0bD oooo o
00 000 00 0 00 000 000 0Dooo oooo
O(Black and Zimmerman, 2002). 0000 OO0 OO
00 0Ooo0O0O00 Oooo oo ooo oo o0 oo
0O 00 100 000 0000 00 000 oo oooo
00 0O O0oOOoOd. oobooog 70 s000 83 310 O
0 3~50 0000 0000 Ooooo, oo oooo oo,
00,000 000D 00000 00D 00 Ooooo oo
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Table 2. The correlation coefficient for the relationship between leaf nitrogen content, and growth properties and fruit
characteristics of rabbiteye blueberry ‘Brightwell” in the third year of planting

Canopy Dry

Fruit Soluble

area weight Yield weight Berry solids T1tr.at§1ble Total .
(dm’) (¢/bush) (kg/bush) (g/berry) (No./bush) content acidity ~ anthocyanins
Leaf T-N 0.32 0.44 0.53* 0.59* 0.20 -0.43 -0.06 -0.29
Ca“&ﬁzsfrea 0.82% 0.74% 0.34 0.50 -0.15 0.32 042
D(rgy /kV"l’fSl}gS‘t 0.89% 0.36 0.68* -0.24 013 -0.20
Yield -
(ke,/bush) 0.24 0.85 -0.33 -0.26 -0.30
Fruit weight -0.29 -0.37 043 -0.08
(g/berry)
Berry
(No./bush) -0.12 -0.39 -0.17
Soluble solids 0.10 0.05
content
Titratable "
acidity 056
n=15

source: 3* year data.
Note: *, ** significant at 5% and 1% level, respectively.

000.000 00000(ATAGO, Japan), 0000 01 N
NaOHOOOOO 0O0O000. 0000 000 ooood
000 (Barnes ef af, 20090 OO0 OO0OO cyanidin-
3-glucoside 0000 OO00OO0O(Connor ef al, 2002). O
00 00000 U000 00 00 oooO00 (Harmsen
and Moraghan, 1988)0 difference methodsdd 0000
00 2000 3000 0 00O ooooo sgoo oo
000 000bb oooo ooooo. 0ooo ooooo
0 000 00 Ooo0OO0.0000o 300 ooo oo
O0O0O0ONF), O 00 D000 0O 00 O0O(NPy) OO
0O 00 0000 O 00 O0OMP)O  ((NP-NPy)/NF)O
ooooo.

00 0O 000 000 00 00 0 00 pH, 0000
0O, Av.P,0s, NOs-N, NH,-N 000 000 OooOO0 oo
ooooo booooooo booo, pHO 00000, O
0000 Lancasterd, OOO0OOO0 Tyurind, NOs-NO
NH+-NO Kjeldahld, 0000 ICP(GBC, Australia)d]
0000 00000. 00 0 000 KeldahlOOO, OO
O VanadateO OO, OO0 OOOO OOO ooOOOO O
000 O ICPO OOOOO(RDA, 2000). 00O O OOO
000 oooooo 3oooo oooooo, ooo oo
OO0 0000 0000 SAS 92, Enterprise 4.3 (SAS
Institute, Inc., Cary, N.C.,, USA)0 0000 00000
000 000000 (&=0.050 OO00O0OO.

Za o g

0000 0000 ‘000000 OO ooogo oo
00 O 00000 Table 20 OO. 00O OOOOO OO
0 0000 OO0 OO0 OO OOOOOo oooo. ooo
ooog, 0ooo Ooo 0o ooo ooo g, ooooo
00 OO0 OO 00000 oooo ooo. oo ooo
00 00 00 OOO000 OO 00O 00 oogog oo
00000 00 OO0 0000 00 00 oooo ooo
00 000 Oooo oooo.

0000000 oo ooooO0 oo oooo, oooo
000 000 00000 o0ooo, 0000 oboo o
0O 0000 OOO000 Oooo. 0ooo oooo oo oo
000 00 000 100 000 oooo000 ooooo
000 000 0O0d, 000 OOO0OO OO0 O ooo
OO000MHall et al, 1963; Darnell, 1991). 00 OO0 O
0000000 0 000 000 00O 00 ooooo o
ood.

00 00000 OO 0000 ooog ‘ooooo’o
0000 000 Table 30 O00O. 00000 OOO0O0O O
000 OO0 OO0 0O0oO0 O 000 ooooo. 0o 20
0 00000 OO0 O00O0 0oooo oooo,oooo
00 000 200% 00000 304 dm’0 OO OOO. O
0 0000000 ODOoOobO oOooOo ooo oo oo
000 000 100% 00000 65% 0O0000. 00 30
O 00000 OO0 000 00 2000 o000 O 3~40
00 0oooog, oo Oooo oo 50% O0ooooo
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Table 3. Effect of nitrogen fertigation on the growth properties of rabbiteye blueberry 'Brightwell' in the third year of

planting
Fertigation rate Canopy area (m’) Dry weight (g /bushy N uptake (g kg)

Leaf Stem Leaf Stem
Control 1” 4.86™ (1.86¢")" 616.6ab 471.7% 13.1™ 5.97ab
Control 2* 5.79 (2.27bc) 375.0b 458.0 122 4.78ab
50% 9.61 (2.71ab) 723.7a 890.7 144 451b
100%x 6.41 (2.82ab) 584.2ab 812.3 13.1 6.19a
200% 9.16 (3.04a) 612.0ab 796.3 115 5.23ab

"Regular fertilization practice in a Korean blueberry farm
*No nitrogen fertigation

“The 100% fertigation indicates 6, 9 and 14g/bush in 1%-, 2™ and 3"-year after bushing
“Mean separation within columns by Duncan’s multiple range test at p=0.05

“Parentheses indicate results of 2™ year after bushing.

Table 4. Effect of nitrogen fertigation on the fruit properties

of rabbiteye blueberry 'Brightwell' in the third year of

planting
Fertication rate Yield Fruit number  Furit weight  Soluble solids Titratable Antocyanins
& (kg/bush) (No./bush) (g/berry) content (°Brix) acidity (%) (mg 100g'1)
Control 1” 9.41bcv 6,396ab 1.54™ 13.6™ 0.57" 686.9a
(2.15¢)
Control 2° 7.58¢ 5,370b 141 143 0.29 552.8bc
(2.40c)
12.9a
O,
50% (3.13b) 8,210a 1.57 13.3 0.26 467.8c
o) x 11.0ab
100% (3.67ab) 7,695a 143 13.9 0.26 507.4c
o 11.5ab
200% (3.97a) 7,990a 143 14.0 0.27 635.7ab

"Regular fertilization practice in a Korean blueberry farm
YNo nitrogen fertigation
*The 100% fertigation indicates 6, 9 and 14g/bush in 1%, ond

- and 3"-year after bushing

“Mean separation within columns by Duncan’s multiple range test at p=0.05

“Parentheses indicate results of 2" year after bushing.

00 00 96 dm’0 0000,

odo Oooboo obo boooo Ooob ooo oo
gdb obobdd odb 0 oo goboo. o bod gd
U0 ooobdo 0dd 00 oobbdo oo goo g
0000 000,00 00 0 00000 000 oooo o
U0 0d.d0 doob bboo 0o bodb ooob bood
0O 000 000 OO(Gough, 1993; Retamales ef al,
1997). 00 OOO0O0O OO0O0O0O OO O OO0 OO O
0od 00 000 00O 00 0o 0 ooobobo obodad
0 O00O00(Thomas et al, 1988; Cooley et al, 1997;
Coakley et al, 1999; Hoover et al, 1999; Strik, 2008).

00 000 0000 00 7237 g, 890.7 g/bush0 O
oo 50% 00000 0o obo. oooooo o ogo
O OO0 00000 000 000 616.6 g/bushd OO
0od, 00 0000 0obo obob OO 100% ooo

0000 58% 000 471.7 g/bushO0O0.

000 OO0 Oooooo 14.4gkg'1|:| 000 50%000
00 0000 000 OobOOoO booo. 00 o000 6.19g
kg'lEl 00 100%000 00 O000. 00000 00 oo
0O 00000 100% 00 000 00000 000 Doo
oood.

00000 00 000 00 oooooo oooo o
Oooo ooo,od 10kg10a’1DDD ooooo ooo
00 000 0000 00 (Ballinger and Kushman, 1966;
Cummings, 1978; Spiers, 1983; Bryla and Machado,
2011; Vargas and Bryla, 2015). O 00000 O0OO0OO
0 50% 00000 0000 000 000 0000 ooo
0oo0g, 00 200% 000000 000000 ogd o
oood.

0000000 OO0 000000 OO0 Table 40 O
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Table 5. Nitrogen utilization characteristics of rabbiteye blueberry ‘Brightwell” at the different rate of N fertitigation and

conventional fertilization for 3 years

Nitrogen utilization characteristics

Fertigation rate :
N input (g/bush)

N uptake (g/bush) N recovery (%)

Control 1* 29
Control 2’ 0
50% 15
100%" 29
200% 58

24ab" 27b
16b Oc
30a 90a
27a 39b
27a 18bc

"Regular fertilization practice in a Korean blueberry farm

*No nitrogen fertigation

“The 100% fertigation indicates 6, 9 and 14g/bush in 1%-, 2™ and 3"-year after bushing
“Mean separation within columns by Duncan’s multiple range test at p=0.05.

0.00 200 0000 0000 00000 OO0 200%
000000 000 00 65% 000 3.97 kg/bush0l O
odo. 00 oo 200 oooob bodo oboo odad
ooooo 58% 000 215 kg/bushd OOO0O. OO 3
00 000000 50% 00000 00 00 129 kg/bush
00 000 00 0O 70%0 0000 00000, 100%0
200% 000000 50% 0000 0000 OO0 170 12%
0 000 11 kg/bushO 11.5 kg/bushd OO0O0 OO0
0.300 00000 oooooo oo oodgo 85%0
941 kg0 2000 O0OO0 OO0 DOO.

00 0000 00000 10~17 kg/bushOD 00 000
gdoo, 0 0ob b0 ooboo Oob booooo gd
00 0000 OO0OO0(Austin and Bondari, 1988;
Holzapfel ef al, 2004; Takeda ef al, 2008). OO0 OO
00 O0O0(00%00) 000 ooooo oooo ooboo
U, 00 ooobo 0od obooo 0bbo oob bad
O (Patten et al, 1988; Vargas and Bryla, 2015).

00 000 00O 00 50% 0000 g21000 OO O
gdo,bob0 000 0o oob oo 0bbo booo g
O00.000000 0000 63900 OO0 OO O 19%
dodgogo 100%000 oouoo 0 17% 0o odgo
0.00 0 0bodbo 0ob oo Oodg,b0 b0 oooo o
00 000 00 00 143~1.57 g, 13.3~14.3 Brix 000
0.26~0.57%0 000 O0O00O. 00000 oOooo od
0 Table 20 OO 000 OO OO OOO 0OOO
(Retamales and Hancock, 2012; Kozinski, 2004), 000
00 00 0odo 0obob boo ooo oobooo odod
(Vargas and Bryla, 2015). 00O 50% 00 000 OO
(157 g)0 000 O(Table 3)0 OO0 000 0OOOO.
00 00000 0000 oO0OO00 oboooo ooo o
Ud oboo obodg, bbdo 0ob oo ooboa d
00.00 00 000 000 000 6869 mgh OO O
oooo odg, 5528 mghl OO OO0 OO OO0.

00 00000 000 000000 00000 Table
50 00.0 000000 0 000000 16 g/bush0 O

0.000 OO0 00 0000 00 30 g/bush OO0 O
00 50% 00000 000, 0000 000 o000 O
00 0000. 00 000 00 Ooooo 50% oooo
90%0 00 0000, 200% 0000 00 00O 18%0 O
O00.00 00(o00% 00)o 0000 oo ooo oo
000 000 000 000 OO0 oo oooo oo o
00.00 000 00 000 0000 OOo oooo o
00 000 0O 00000 00 Uoooo ooooao
70000 000 O0O(MRao et al, 1992; Hartl and
Erhart, 2005; Kavoosi, 2007).

00000 O 00000 00O 0000 50%0 o0 o
O 00 ‘Brightwell’ 000 000 00000 OO0 000
0000 000 00000, 000 0 ooo ooo oo
00 000,00000 O0ooOoO oo oooo oo 100
dm’0 13 kg/bush 000 00000 OOO0O0O0OO 50%
000 000oo ooooo ooao.

2 o

0000 00000 000 00 OooOo ooo ooo
000 000 OO0 00000 0oo0.000 0 000 oo
00 O00O00 000 00000 000 0o ooooo
0000 000 00 0000 OO0 ooooo oooo
0.

000 000 Brightwell(Vaccinium ashei Reade)O
00 00000 00O OO0 0D0o0O0(@Oo 1-2-30: 6-9-14
g/bush)y00 O 0000 OO OOOO 50, 100 OOO
200%0 0000 O0000. 00 00000 ooog oo
00 000 00O 00O 00000 oooo. 0ooo ooo
0,000,0 000 0OD0O0O0 OO0 OO0 OO ooo
00 0000 000. 00 300 ooooo oo oo o
OO0 00 7237 g, 890.7 g/bushd OO0 50% OO0
00 00 000.00 300 ooooog s0eboooo
00 00 129 kg/bushO0O OO0 OO O 70%0 000
O 00000, 100%0 200% 000000 50% oooO
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0000 00 170 12%0 000 110 11.5 kg/bushO
0000 DO0O0. 00 000 00 0000 5% ooo
O 90%0 00 0000, 200% 0000 0o 00 18%0
oooo.

oooO O 000 oo 0000 5%0 0000 oo
‘Brightwell'll 000 000 00000 OO 0DOO0OOO
ud oud ggooo.
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